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To the Right Reverend the 


Lord Biſhop of London. 


My Lord, 


** N THEN abundance of Perſons 
have for ſeveral Vears laid to 

my Charge Things that 1 

knew not, I have generally thought it my 
Duty to pals it over in Silence, to be as one 
_ that heard not, But the Caſe is different, 
when a Perſon of your Lordſhip's Charac- 

ter calls me forth to anſwer for myſelf. 
Silence now might be interpreted Contempt. 
It might appear like a ſullen Diſregard, a 
with-holiing Honour from him to whom 
Honour 1s due, were it cnly on account of 
his High Office in the Church. More eſ- 
pecially, when I apprehend fo eminent a 
Perſon as this, to be under conſiderable 
A2 -.- Miltakes 
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Miſtakes concerning me. Were I now te 
be filent, were I not to do what is in my 


Power, for the Removal of thoſe Miſtakes, 


T couid not have a Conſcience void of Of- 
tence, either towards Gop or towards Man. 

2. But J am ſenſible, how difficult it 1s 
to {peak in ſuch a manner as I ought, and 


as 1 detire to do. When your Lordſhip 


publiſhed thoſe Queries, under the Title 
of Obſervations, I did not he under the 


tame Difficulty ; becauſe, as your Name 


was not infcribed, J had * the Liberty to 


| fiand, as it were, on even Ground.' But 
I muſt now always remember to whom | 


ſpeak. Anu may the GOD whom I ſerve 
in the Goſpel of his Son, enable me to do it 


with deep Seriouſneſs of Spirit, with Mo- 


deſty and Humility; and at the ſame time, 
with the utmoſt Plainneſs of Speech; fecing 
we muſt both ſtand before the Judgment 
Scat of Chriſt, 

3. In this then I intreat your Lordſhip 
to bear with me: And in particular, when 
I ſpeak of myſelf (How tender a Point !) 
Juſt as freely as I would of another Man. 
Let not this be termed Boaſting. Is there 


not a Cauſe ? Can I refrain from ents 
and be guiltleſs? And if J ſpeak at all, 
bought I not to ſpeak (what appears to me to 


be) the whole Truth ? Does not your Lord- 
ſhip defire, that I ſhould do this? I will 
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then, Gop being my Helper. And you 


will bear with me in my Folly (if ſuch it is) 
with my ſpeaking in the Simplicity of my 
Heart. 

4. Your Lordſhip begins, There is another 
Species of Enemies, who — give ſhameful Diſ- 
turbance to the parochial Clergy, and uſe very 
unwarrantavle Methods, to prejudice their 


People againſt them, and to ſeduce their Flocks 


from them — the Methodilts and Moravians, 
who — agree in annoying the eſtabliſhed Mi- 
niſtry, and in drawing over to themſelves the 
loweſt and moſs ignorant of the People, by 
Pretences to greater Sanity — p. 4. 

But have no Endeavours been uſed to 
ſhew them their Error? Yes : Your Lord- 
ſnip remarks, Endeavours have not been 
wanting— But tho theſe Endeavours have 
cauſed ſome Abatement in the Pomp and Gran- 
deur with which theſe People for ſome time 
acted Truly, one would not have expected 
it from them ) yet hey do not ſeem to have 
made any Impreſſion upon their Leaders, p. 6. 

Your Lordſhip adds, Their Innovations 
in Points of Diſcipline, I do not intend ts en- 


ler into at preſent —But io enquire, what th2 
| Dottrines are which they ſpread, p. 7.— Doc- 
| trines big with pernicious Influences upon Prac- 
| tice, p. 8. 


Six of theſe your Lordſhip mentions, af- 
ter having premiſed, It is not at all needful, 
A 3 10 
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to the End of guarding againſt them, to charge 
the particular Tenets upon the particular Per- 
ſens among them, p. 7. Indeed, my Lord, 
it is needful in the higheſt Degree. For if 
the Miniſter who is to guard his People, 
either againſt E Bohlen, Mr. Whitepield, 
or me, docs not know what our particular | 
Tenets are, he muſt needs run, as uncer- | 
tainly, and fight, as one that beateth the Air. 

| will fairly own, which of theſe belong 
to me. The marred Pratiices which your 
Lordſhip charges upon me, may then be 
conſidered ; together with the Confegquences 
of theſe Doctrines. and your Lordihip's In- 
ſtructions to the Clergy. 

5. The firſt that I ſball take Notice of (fays a 


your Lordſhip) 7s the Antinomian Doctrine, f 
P. 8. The ſecond, Thar Chrift has done all, t. 
and left nothing for us 4 do, but 10 believe, i. 
p. 9. Theſe belong not to me. I am un- I 
concerned therein. I have earneſtly oppoſed, I 
but did never teach or embrace them. be 


There is another Netion (your Lordſhip hi 
lays) och we jind propagated throughout the th 
Writings of thoſe People, and that is, the d1 
making inward, ſecret, and ſudden Impulics is 
the Guides of their Actions, Reſolutions and m 
Dejfigns, p. 14. Mr. Church urged the ſame 
Objection before. Inſtead of making tie in 
Word of GOD the Rule of his Actions, te ſhi 
follows only his ſecret Impulſe—lI beg leave 4 

to 
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to return the ſame Anſwer. In the whole 
Compaſs of Language there is not a Pro- 
poſition which leſs belongs to me than this. 
J have declared again and again, that I make 
the Word of Gop the Rule of all my Ac- 
tions; and that I no more follow any ſecret 


Impulſe inſtead thereof, than I follow AMabo- 


met or Confucius, Anſ. to Mr. Church, p. oy 

6. Before I proceed, ſuffer me to obſerve 
here are three grievous Errors, charged on 
the Moravians, Mr. IWhitefeld and me con- 
Jointly, in none of which I am any more 
concerned, than in the Doctrine of the Me- 
tempſychoſis But it was et neegſul to charge 
pariicular Tenets on particular Perſons. Juſt 
as needful, my Lord, as it is not to put a 
ſtumbling Block in the Way of our Bre- 
thren: Not to lay them under an almoſt 
inſuperable Temptation, of condemning the 
Innocent with the Guilty. ] beſeech your 
Lordſhip to anſwer in your own Conſcience 
before Gop, whether you did not foreſee 
how many of your Hearers would charge 
theſe Tenets upon me 2 Nay, whether you 
did not deſign they ſhould ? If fo, my Lord, 
is this Chriltianity ? Is it Humanity? Let 
me ſpeak plain. Is it honeſt Heathenifm ? 

7, I am not one Jot more concerned in 
inſtantaneous Juſtification, as your Lord- 
ſhip explains it, viz. A ſudden mftantanecus 
Juſtification, by which the Perſon receives 
0 From 
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from GOD, a certain Seal of bis Salvation, 
or an abſolute Aſſurance of being /aved at the 
laſt, p. 11. Such an inſtantaneous working 
of hs Holy Spirit, as finiſhes the Buſmeſs of 
Salvation once for all, ibid. I neither teach 
nor believe, and am therefore clear of all the 
Conſequences that may ariſe therefrom. 1 


believe, a gradual Improvement in Grace and 


Goodneſs, | mean, in the Knowledge and 
Love of Gop, is a good Teftiminy of our 
preſent Sincerity towards GOD : Altho' I 
dare not ſay, it is the only true Ground of 
humble Aſſurance, or the only Foundation 
on which a Chriſtian builds his Hopes of 
Acceptance and Salvation, For I think ther 
Foundation of theſe can no Man lay, than that 
which is laid, even Jeſus Chriſt. 

8. To the Charge of holding /in/c/s Per- 
fection, as your Lordſhip ſtares it, I might 
likewiſe plead, Not guilty : Seeing one In- 

gredient thereof, in your Lordſhip's Ac- 
count, is Freedom from Temptation, p. 17. 
Whcreas I believe, © there is no ſuch Per- 
tection in this Life, as implies an entire De- 


liverance from manifold Temptations.“ But 


I will not decline the Charge. I will repeat 
once more my cooleſt Thoughts upon this 
Head ; and that in. the very 7 Terms which 
I did ſeveral Years ago, as I preſume your 
Lordſhip cannot be Ignorant. 


« What, 
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% What, it may be aſked, do you mean 
by one that is perſect, or, one that is as his 
Majter ? We mean, one in whom is e 
Ming which was in Chriſt, and who /o walk- 


eth as he walked; a Man that hath clean 


Hands aud a pure Heart ;, or that is cleanſed 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit: One 
in whom there is no Occo/ica of ſeumbling, and 
Who accordingly doth not commit Sin. To 
declare this a little more particularly, we 


_ underſtand by that ſcriptural Expreſſion, a 


perſect Man, one in whom God hath fulfil- 
led Ins faithful Word, From all your Fill bi- 
neſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe you 
—[1 will alſo ſave you from all your Unclean- 
neſſes. We underſtand hereby, one whom 


 Gop hath /anfified throughout, even in Bo- 


dy, Soul and Spirit. One who walketh in the 
Light, as be is in the Light, in whom is no 
Darkneſs at all; the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son, having cleanſed him from all Sin.” 

„This Man can now teſtify to all Man- 
kind, I am crucified with Chriſt ; neverth e- 
125 live; Je! J live not, but Chriſt hveth 
in me. Fe is holy, as Gov who called him 
ts Holy, both in Life, and in all manner of 
Converſation. He loveth the Lord his Gon 
with all his Heart, and ſerveth him with all 
his Strength. He loveth bis Neighbour (eve- 


ry Man) as himſelf ; yea, as Chriſt ved us: 
Them in particular that deſpitefully uſe him 
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(10 
and per ſecute him, becauſe they know not ie FE 
Son neither the Father, Indeed his Soul 1s 5 
all Love, filled with Bowels of Mercies, L 
Kindneſs, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Longſuſter 0 
ing. And his Life agreeth thereto, full / K 
the Work of Faith, the Patience of Hepe, the b. 
Labour of Love. And whatſoever he doth, + 
either in Word or Deed, he doth it all in the V 
Name, in the Love and Power of the Lord þ 
Feſus, In a Word, he doth the Will of 1 
Gop on Earth, as it is in Heaven. A 

This it is to be a perfect Man, to be ſanc- * 
tified throughout, creatgdanew in Feſus Chriſt : = 
Even. tohave a Heart fo all-flaming with 1 
the Love of God,“ (to uſe Archbiſhop of 
Uſer's Words) ** as continually to offer up th 
every Thought, Word and Work, as a ſpi- fi 
ritual Sacrifice, acceptable unto Gop thro' IM t 


Chriſt. In every Thought of our Hearts, 4 
in every Word of our Tongues, in every 4 
Work of our Hands, to ſhew forth his Ivraiſe 
who hath called us out of Darkneſs into his 8 
marvellous Light. O that both we, and all | 
who ſeek the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, may W 
thus be made perfect in one.“ ; 

9. I conjure you, my Lord, by the Mer- 8 
cies of Gob, if theſe are not the Words of 0 
Truth and Soberneſs, point me out where. | 
in I have erred from the Truth : Shew me % 


clearly, wherein I have ſpoken either be- 
yond or contrary to the Word of Gov. | 9 
But 
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But might I not humbly intreat, that your 
Lordſhip, in doing this, would abſtain from 
ſuck Expreſſions as theſe, If they will but put 
themſelves under their Direction and Diſci- 
pline, —after their Courſe of Diſcipline is once 
over, P. 15. as not ſuitable either to the 
Weight of the Subject, or the Dignity of 
your Lordſhip's Character. And might I 
not expect ſomething more than thoſe looſe 
Aſſertions, That this is a Deluſion altogether 
groundleſs, p. 15. A Notion contrary to the 
whole Tenor, both of the Old and New Teſta- 
nent; that the Scriptures forbid all Thought. 
of it, as vain, arrogant and preſumptucus ; 
that they repreſent all Mankind, without Di- 
ſtinction, as ſubjeft to Sin and Corruption (ſub- 
ject to Sin and Corruption! ſtrong Words!) 
during their Continuance in this World: And 
require no more than an honeſt Deſire and En- 

deavour, 20 find ourſelves leſs and leſs in a 
State of Imperfection? p. 16. 
Is it not from your Lordſhip”: s intirely 
miſtaking the Queſtion, not at all appre- 
hending what Perfection I teach, that you 
go on to guard againſt the ſame imaginary 
Conſequences, as your Lordſhip did in the 
Obſervations ? Surely, my Lord, you ne- 
ver gave yourſelf the Trouble to read the 
Anſwer given in the Farther Appeal, to eve- 
ry Objection which you now urge afreſh ! 
Seeing you do not now appear to know any 
more 
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more of my Sentiments, than if you had 
never propoſed one Queſtion, nor received 
one Anſwer upon the Subject 

10. If your Lordſhip deſigned to ſhew my 
real Sentiments concerning the laſt Doctrine 
which you mention gag one would 1magine by 
your adding, tee bis aun ords, p. 18. 
ſhould you not ha ited all my own 
Words? at leaſt all me Words of that Pa- 
ragraph, and not have mangled it, as Mr. 
Church did before? 

It runs thus (Journal III. p. 47.) © Sat. 
28. I ſhewed at large (in order to anſwer 
thoſe who taught,, That none but they who 
are full of Faith and the Holy Ghoſt, ought 
ever to communicate) 1. That the Lord's 
Supper was orcain*d by Gop, to be a Means 
of conveying to Men, either preventing or 


juſtifying, or ſanfifying Grace, according to 


their ſeveral Neceſſities. 2. That the Per- 
ſons: for whom it was ordained, are all thoſe 
who know and feel that they want the Grace 
of Gop, either to refrain them from Sin, or 
to ſhew their Sins forgiven, or to renew their 
$cu7s in the Image of Gop. 3. That in as 
much as we come to his Table, not to give 


him any Thing, but to receive whatſoever 
he ſees beſt for us, there is no previcus Pre- 


paration indiſpenſably neceſſary; but a De- 
ſire to receive whatſocver he pleaſes to give. 
And 4. That 20 Fitneſs is required at the 


1 | Time 
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Time of communicating, but a Senſe of our 
State, of our utter Sinfulneſs and Helpleſ- 
neſs : Every one who knows he 1s ft for 
Hell, being uſt ft to come to Chriſt, in this 
as well as al other Ways of his Appoint- 
ment.” 

In the ſecond Letter to Mr. Church, p. 
26. I explain myſelf farther on this Head, 
« I am ſorry to find you ſtill affirm, that 
with regard to the Lord's Supper alſo, 1 
advance many injudicious, falſe and dangerous 
Things. Such as, 1. That a Man ought to 
communicate, without a ſure Truſt in GOD's 
Mercy thro* Chriſt, p. 117.“ You mark 
theſe as my Words; but I know them nor. 

2. © That there is no previous Preparation 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, but a Defire to receive 
whatſoever GOD pleaſes to give.” But I 
include abundantly more in that Deſre, than 
you ſeem to apprehend ; even a Willingneſs 
to know and do the whole Will of Gov. 
3. That no Fitneſs is required at the Time of 
communicating, (J recite the whole Sentence) 
but a Senſe of our State, of our utier Sinful- 
neſs and Helpleſneſs ! every one who knows he 
is fit for Hell, being juſt fit to come to Chriſt, 


in this, as el as in all other Ways of bis Ap- 


pointment. But neither can this Senſe of 
our utter Sinfulneſs and Helpleſneſs ſubſiſt, 
without earneſt Deſires of univerſal Holl. 
neſs. | 

B 10. And 
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20. And now what can I ſay? Had your 


Lordſhip never ſeen this? That is hardly 
to be imagined. But if you had, How was 
it poſſible your Lordſhip ſhould thus expli- 
citly and folemnly charge me, in the Pre- 
{ence of Gop and all my / Brethren (only; the 
Perſon ſo charged was not preſent)! with 
meaning by thoſe Words do ſet aſide Self exa- 
mination and Repentahce for Sins paſt, and 
Reſolutions of living better for the Time to 
come, as Things no way neteſſary to make 4 
worthy Communicant ! p. 18. 

If an Evidence at the Bar ſhould ſwerve 
from Fruth, an equitable Judge may 'place 
the Thing in atrue Light. But it the Judge 
himſelf ſhall bear falſe Witneſs, where then 
can we find a Remedy? 


Actual Preparation was here intirely out 


of the Queſtion. It might be ab/elutely-and 
 #1diſpenſably neceſſary, for any Thing I had 
either ſaid or meant to the contrary. For it 
was not at all in my 1 houghts. Ard the 
habitual Preparation which 1 had in Terms 
declared to be indiſpenſably neceſſary, was 
* @ Willingneſs to know and do the whole 
Will of G05, and © earneſt Deſires of u- 
mverſal Holineſs.“ Does your Lordſhip 
think, this is meant, 10 ſet ofide all Repent- 
ance for Sins poſt, and CY of living 
bette# for rhe Time" to cems? 

11. Your 


ſoever he ſees belt 275 us 
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Four Lordſhip next falls with all 
rear Might. upon that ſtrange Aﬀertion, as 
you term it, We come to his Table, not 
to give him any Thing, but to receive what- 
Mpereas, lays 
your Lordſhip, in the Exhortation at the 
Time of receiving, the People are told, that 
theymuſt give moſt bumble and hearty I hands, — 
and 1m; mediately after receiving, both Miniſter 


and People join, in offering "and preſenting 


$henjelves unto GOD, p. 20, 21. O Go! 


in what manner are ch more facred Things 


here treated! the moſt venerable Myſterics 
of aur Religion! What quibbling, what 
playing upon Words is here! Not to 
give him any Thing! — © Yes, to give 
him Thanks.“ O my Lord, are theſe the 
Words of a Father of the Church, or of a 
Boy in the third Claſs of Veſtminſter School? 
12. Your Lordſhip goes on, To the fore- 
going Account of theſe modern Principles and 
Defrines—it may not be improper to ſubjoin 
a few Obſervations upon the indirect Practices 
of the fame People i in gaining Proſelytes, P- 
23, 24: 


I. They perſuade the Bale that the eſta- 
bliſhed Warſnip, with a regular Attendance 
upon it, is not ſufficient to anſeer the Ends of 
Devotion, © 
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Your Lordſhip mentioned this likewiſe 
in the Obſervations, In your fourth Query 
it ſtood thus : 

„Whether a due and regular Attend- 
ance on the public Offices of Religion, paid 
in a ſerious and compoſed Way, does not 
anſwer the true Ends of Devotion?“ Sut- 


ter me to repeat Part of the Anſwer then 


given. 

<« I ſuppoſe, by Devotion you mean Pub- 
lick Worſhip; by the true Ends of it, the 
Love of Gob and Man: And by a due and 
regular Attendance on the publick Offices of Re- 
ligien, paid in a ſerious and compoſed Way, 
the going as often as we have Opportunity 
to our Pariſh Church, and to the Sacrament 
there adminiſtred. If ſo, the Queſtion is, 
„Whether his Attendance on thoſe Offices, 
does not produce the Love of Gop and 


Man? I anſwer, ſometimes it does; and 


ſometimes it does not, I myſelf thus attend- 
ed them for many Years ; and yet am con- 
{cious to myſelf, that during that whole 
Time, I had no more of the Love of Gop 
than a Stone. And I know many Hun- 
dreds, perhaps Thouſands, of ſerious Per- 
ſons, who are ready to teſtify the ſame 


Thing. 


I ſubjoined, 1. We continually exhort 
all who attend on our Preaching. to attend 


the Offices of the Church. And they do 


P 
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pay a more regular Attendance there than 
ever they did before. 2. Their attending 
the Church did not, in Fact, anſwer thoſe 
Ends at all, till they attended this Preach- 
ing alſo. 3. It is the Preaching Remiſſion 
of Sins through Jeſus Chriſt, which alone 
anſwers the true Ends of Devotion,” 


II. 13. They cenſure the Clergy, ſays your 
Lordſhip, as /eſs zealous than themſetves, in 


the ſeveral Branches of the Miniſterial Funkti- 
on For this hey are undeſervedly reproached, . 


by theſe noiſy itinerant Leaders, p. 24, 25. 
My Lord, I am not conſcious to myſelt 
of this. I do not- willingly compare myſelf 
with any Man, much leſs do I reproach my 
Brethren of the Clergy, whether they de- 
ſerve it or not. But it is needleſs to add any 


more on this Head than what was ſaid above 


a Tear ago. [2d Letter to Mr. Church, p. 78.] 


1 Qmuſt explain myſelf a little on that 


Practice, which you ſo often term abu/ing the 
Clergy. I have many Times great Sorrow | 


and Heavineſs in my Heart, on account of 
theſe my Brethren; And this ſometimes 


conſtrains me to ſpeak to them, in the only 


Way which is now in my Power: And 
ſometimes (tho' rarely) to ſpeak of them; 
of a few, not all, in general. In either Caſe, 
I take an eſpecial Care, 1. To ſpeak nothing 

but the Truth. 2. To ſpeak this with all 


33. Plain- 


3 
Plainneſs; and, 3. With Love, and in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs. Now, if you will call 
this Abuſing, Railing, or Rewling, you muſt. 
But ſtill I dare not refrain from it. I muſt 
thus rail, thus abuſe Sinners of all Sorts and 
Degrees, unleſs I will periſh with them. 


III. 14. They value themſelves upon extra- 
ordinary Strittueſſes and Severities in Life, 
and ſuch as axe beyand what the Rules of Chri- 
ſtianity require. They captivate the People by 
ſuch Profeſſions and Appearances of uncom- 
mon Saudliiy ut that which can never 
fail of a general Reſpect— is a quiet and ex- 
emplary Life, free from the many Follies and 


Indiſcretions which thoſe reſtleſs and vagrant 


Teachers are apt to fall into, p. 25. 

By << extraordinary Strictneſſes and Seve- 
rities, I preſume your Lordſhip means, the 
abſtaining from Wine and animal Food ; 
which, it is ſure, Chriſtianity does not re- 
quire. But if you do, I fear your Lordſhip 
is not throughly informed of the Matter of 
Fact. I began to do this, about twelve 
Years ago, when I had no Thought of 
annoying Parochial Miniſters,* or of 
e captivating any People ** thereby, unleſs 
it were the Chicaſaw or Choctaw Indians. 
But I reſumed the Uſe of both, about two 
Years after, for. the Sake of ſome who 

thought I made it a Point of Conſcience ; 
| telling 


and Indiſeretions. 
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telling them, 7 will eat Fleſb while the Werid 
ſtandeth, rather than make my Brother to of- 
feud. Dr. Cheyne frequently adviſed me, to 
leave them off again, aſſuring me, ** Till 
you do, you will never be free from Fevers.“ 
And ſince I have taken his Advice, I have 
been free (bleſſed be Gop) from ali bodily 
Diſorders. Would to Gop I knew any Me- 
thod of being equally free from all Follies 
But this I never expect 
to attat.1, till my Spirit returns to Gop. 

15. But in how ſtrange a Manner does 
your Lordſhip repreſent this? What a Con- 
ſtruction do you put upon it? pearauces 
of an uncommon Sanity, in order to capti- 
vate the People Pretenfions to more ex- 
alted Degrees of Strifineſs, lo make their Way 
into weak Minds and fickle Heads, p. 25, 
Pretences to greater Santiity, whereby they 
draw over to themſelves the moſt ignorant of 
the People, p. 4. If theſe are Appearances 
of an uncommon Sanctity (which indeed might 


| bear a Diſpute) How does your Lordſhip 
| know, that they are only Appearances ? that 


they do not ſpring from the Heart? Sup- 
poſe theſe were exalted Degrees of Strictneſs, 
is your Lordfhip abſolutely aſſured, that we 
practiſe them only to make our Way into weak 
Minds and fickle Heads? Where is the Proof, 
that theſe Pretences to greater Sanity (as 
_ W is pleaſed to 8025 them) are 


mere 
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mere Pretences, and have nothing of Reali- 
ty or Sincerity in them: 

My Lord, this is an Accuſation of the 
higheſt Nature. If we are guilty, we are 
not ſo much as moral Heathens. We are 
Monſters, not only unworthy of the Chriſti- 
an Name, but unfit for Human Society. It 
tears up all Pretences to the Love of Gop or 
Man ; to Juſtice, Mercy or Truth, But 
how is it proved? Or does your Lordſhip 
read the Heart, and ſo paſs Sentence with- 
out any Proof at all? O my Lord, ought 
an Accuſation of the loweſt Kind to be thus 
received, even againſt the loweſt of the 
People ? How much leſs can this be recon- 


ciled with the Apoſtolical Advice to-the Bi- 


ſhop of Epheſus, Againſt a Preſbyter, receive 


not an Accuſation, but before two or three 
Witneſſes : ; and thoſe, Face to Face. When 
it is thus proved, them that fin, rebuke be. 
fore all, Your Lordſhip, doubtleſs, re- 
members the Words that follow (How wor- 


thy to be written in your Heart!) I charge 


thee, before GOD and the Lord Fefus Chriſt, 
and the elect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe Þ 1 
Things, without preferring one before another, 1 


doing nothing by Ty" 1 Jim. v. 1 9 
20, 21. 


IV. 16. They 3 the: People into an 
Opinion of the high Merit of pundtual At- 
3 ſlendances 
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tendances on their Performances, to the Ne- 
glect of the Buſineſs of their Station, p. 26. 
My Lord, this is not ſo. You yourſelf, in 
this very Charge, have cleared us from one 
Part of this Accuſation. You have born 
us Witneſs, p. 10. that we diſclaim all Me- 
rit, even in (really) good Works: How 
much more, in ſuch Works, as we conti- 
nually declare, are not good, but very evil? 
Such as the attending Sermons, or any pub- 
lick Offices whatever, to the Neglect of the 


| Buſineſs of our Stations. 


When your Lordſhip urged this before, 
in the Ob/ervatiens, I openly declared my 
Belief (Fariher Appeal, Part I. p. 19.) 


| © That true Religion cannot lead into a 
Diſregard or Diſeſteem of the common Du- 
ties and Offices of Life: That, on the con- 
trary, it leads Men to diſcharge all thoſe 
Duties with the ſtricteſt Diligence and cloſeſt 
Attention: That Chriſtianity requires this 
Attention and Diligence, in all Stations and 


in all Conditions: That the Performance 


of the loweſt Offices of Life, as unto GOD, 
is truly 2 ſerving of Chriſt : And that this 
is the Doctrine I preach continually ;** a 


Fact, whereof any Man may eaſily be in- 
formed. Now, if after all this, your Lord- 
ſhip will repeat the Charge, as if I had not 
once opened my Mouth concerning it, I 

7 cannot 
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cannot help it. I can ſay no more. I com- 
mend my Cauſe to Gov, 
17. Having conſidered what your Lord- 
ſhip has advanced, concerning dangerous 
Doarines and indirect Practices, I come now 
to the Inſtructions your Lordſhip gives to 
the Clergy of your Dioceſe, 
How awlul a Thing is this! the very Oc- 
caſion carries in it a Solemnity not to be ex- 
preſt. Here is an Angel of the Church of 
Chriſt, one of the Stars in Gop's Right-hand, 
calling together all the ſubordinate Paſtors, 
for whom he is to give an Account to Gop; 
and directing them (in the Name and by the 
Authority of the great Shepherd of the Sheep. 
Jeſus Chriſt, the fixſt begotten ſxam the Dead, 
the Prince of the Kings of the Eartb) how to 
make full Proof of their Miniſtry, that they 
may be pure from the Blood of all Men; How 
to take heed unto themſelves and to all the Flock 
ever which the Holy Gheſt bath made 4heri 
Overſeers , how to feed the Flock of GOD, 
which he hath-purchaſed with his exon Bleed 
To this End they are all aſſembled together. 
And what is the Subſtance of all his In- 
ſtructions? Reverend Brethren, I charge 
you all, Lift up your Voice like a Trum- 
pet! And warn and arm and fortify all Man- 
kind —againſt a People called Mei hodiſts 
True it is, your Lordſhip gives them ſe- 
| veral Advices; but all in.order to Kor 5 
Y nd, 


3 
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End: You direct them, to inculcate the 
Excellency of cur Lilurgy, as a wiſe, grave 
and ſerious Service; to ſhew their Pecple, 
bat a diligent Attendance on their Buſmeſs, is 
4 ferving of 60D; puntually to perform beth 

the publick Offices of the Church, and all other 

Paſtoral Duties; and to engage the Eſteem of 

their Pariſhioners, by a conftant Regularity of 

Life. But all theſe your Lordſhip recom- 

mends eo nomine, as Means to that great 

End, The arming and fortifyins their Peo- 

ple againſt the Moraviaus or Methodiſts, and 

their Doctrines.“ 

Is it poſſible ! Could your Lordſhip diſ- 
cern no other Enemies of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ? Are there no other Hereticks or 

Schiſmaticks on Earth? or even within the 
four Seas? Are there no Papiſts, no Deiſts 
left in the Land ? Or are their Errors of leſs 
Importance ? Or, are their Numbers in 
England leſs conſiderable ? or leſs likely to 
increaſe? Does it appear then that they 
have loft their Zeal for making Profclytes ? 

Or, are all the People ſo guarded againſt them 
already, that their Labour is in vain ? Can 
your Loruth'p anſwer theſe few, plain Que- 
ſtions, to tue Satisfaction of your own Con- 
Wenne? 

Hive ite Methodiſts (fo called) already 
monyp + Althe Sins, as well as Errors, 
In her ? Is Metbodi/m the only Sin, 

or 
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or the only fatal or ſpreading Sin, to be found 
within the Bills of Mortality ? Have two 
two thouſand (or more) Ambaſſadors of Chriſt 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD, no 
other Buſineſs, than to guard, warn, arm, 
fortify their People againſt this? O my Lord, 

if this engroſſes their Time and Strength (as 
it muſt, it they follow your Lordſhip's In- 
ſtructions) they will not give an Account 
with Joy, either of themſelves or of their 
Flock in that Day ! 

18. Your Lordſhip ſeems in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſenſible of this, when you very gently 
condemn their Opinion, who think the Me- 
thodiſts might better be diſregarded and deſpiſed, 
than taken Notice of and oppoſed — if it were 
not for the Diſturbance they give to the Paro- 
chial Miniſters, and their unwarrantable En- 
deavours to ſeduce the People from their lawful 
Paſtors, p. 22. The ſame Complaint with 
which your Lordſhip opened your Charge. 
They give ſhameful Diſturbances to the Paro- 
chial Clergy—they annoy the eſtabliſhed Mini- 
 firy, uſing very unwarrantable Methods, firſt, 
to prejudice their People againſt them, and 

then to ſeduce their Flocks from them, p. 4. 
Whether we ſeduce them or no (which 
will be preſently conſidered} I am forry your 


| Lordſhip ſhould give any Countenance to 


that low, ſenſeleſs, and now generally-ex- 
Pony Slander, That we do it for a Main- 
tenance, 
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| tenance. This your Lordſhip inſinuates, 
) by applying to us thoſe Words of Biſhop 
7 Sanderſon, ** And all this, 7o ſerve their own 
0 Belly, to make a Prey of their poor deluded 
; Proſelytes : For by this Means the People fall 
unto them, and thereout ſuck they no ſmall Ad- 


5 vantage, p. 5. Your Lordſhip cannot but 
- know, that my Fellowſhip, and my Bro- 
t ther's Studentſhip, afford us more than ſuf- 


r ficient for Life and Godlineſs : Eſpecially, 
for that Manner of Life which we chuſe, 

- whether out of Oſtentation or in Sincerity. 

y 19. But do we willingly annoy the eſta- 

2 bliſhed Miniſtry, or give Diſturbance to the 

, Parochial Clergy? My Lord, we do not. 


e We truſt, herein, to have a Conſcience void 
— of Offence. Nor do we deſignedly preju- 
1 dice their People againſt them. In this alſo 
ul our Heart condemneth us not. But you ſe- 
h duce their Flocks from them. No, not even 
e. from thoſe who feed themſelves, not the 
9 Flock. All who hear us attend the Service 
i of the Church, at leaſt as much as they did 
E before. And for this very Thing, are we 
d reproached as Bigots to the Church, 25 
by thoſe of moſt other Denominations. 
h Give me leave, my Lore, to ſay, you 
ar have miſtook and milrepreſ-necd this whole 
0 Affair from the Top to the Bottom. And 
X- I am the more concerned to take N of 


n- this, becauſe ſo many have fallen into the 
„ 4 ſame 
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ſame Miſtake. It is indeed, and has been 
from the Beginning, the zpwrov 4LetSog, the 
capital Blunder of our bittereſt Adverſaries: 
1 ho' how any can now, advance it, I ſee not, 
without wing, if not making, a Lie. It is 
not our Care, Endeavour, or Deſire, to pro- 
ſelyte any from one Man to another, or from 
one Church (ſo called) from one Congrega- 
tion, or Society, to another: (We would 
not move a Finger to do this; to make ten 
thouſand ſuch Proſelytes) But from Dark- 
neſs to Light, from Belial to Chriſt; from 
the Power of Satan unto Gop. Our one 
Aim is, to proſelyte Sinners to Repentance, 
the Servants of the Devil, to ſerve the living 
and true Gop. If this be not done in Fact, 
we will ſtand condemned; not as well. mieun⸗ 
ing Fools, but as Devils incarnate. But if 
it be, if the Inſtances glare in the Pace of 
the Sun, if they increaſe daily, maugre all 
the Power of Earth and Hell: Then, my 
Lord, neither you nor any Man beſide (Let 
me uſe great Flainneſs of Speech) can op- 
Poſe and forti'y People againſt us, without be- 
1ng found even to fight againſt GOD. 

20. I would tain ſet this Point in a clear- 
er Light. Here are, in and gear Moorſields, 
| ten thouſand poor Souls for whom Chriſt } 
| died, ruſhing hca: long into Hell. Is Dr. 
N AB the tarochial Miniſter, both willing 
and able to ſtop them? If fo, let it be done, 
| |} | an 
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lear- 
helds, 
hrilt | 
8 Dr. 
Ling 
done, 

and 


(27) 
and I have no Place in theſe Parts. I go, art 
call other Sinners to Repentance, But if at- 
ter all he has done, and all he can do, they are 
{till in the broad Way to Deſtruction, let 
me fee if Gop will put a Word even in my 
Mouth. True, lam a poor Worm that of 
myſelf can do nothing. But if Gop lends, 
by whomſoever he will ſend, his Word ſhall 
not return empty. All the Meſſenger ct 
God aſks, is Avg ns ci; (no Help of Man!) 
Has yy wivyow, The Arm of the Lord is re- 
vealed, The Lion roars, having the Prey 
pluck'd out of his Teeth. And ere is Joy 
in the Preſence of the Angels of GOD, over 
more than one Sinner that repenteth., 

21. Is this any Annoyance to the Paro- 
chial Miniſter ? Then what manner of Spi- 


rit is he of? Does he look on this Part of 
his Flock as loſt, becauſe they are found of 


the Great Shepherd ?—My Lord, great is 
my Boldneſs toward you. You ſpeak of 
the Conſequences of our Doctrines. You 
ſeem well pleaſed with the Succeſs of your 


Endeavours 2gainſt them, becauſe (you ſay) 
they have pernicious Conſequences, are big 
with pernicious Influences upon Praftice, — 
dangerous to Re'igion and the Souls of Men, 


P. 8, 22. In anſwer to all this, I appeal to 


plain Fact. I ſay once more, What have 


been the Conſequences (I would not ſpeak, 
but I dare not refrain) of the Doctrines 1 
| GC: 2 have 
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have preached for nine Years laſt paſt ? By 
the Fruits ſhall ye know thoſe of whom I 
ipeak : Even the Cloud of Witneſſes, who 
at this Hour experience the Goſpel I preach, 
to be the Power of Gop unto Salvation. 


The habitual Drunkard, that was, is now 


temperate in all Things. The Whore- 
monger now fees Fornication. He that 
itole ſteals no more, but works with his 


Fas. He that curſed or ſwore, perhaps 


at excry Sentence, has now learned to ſerve 
the Lord with Fear, and rejoice unto him 
with Reverence. Thoſe formerly inſlaved 
to various Habits of Sin, are now brought 
to uniform Habits of Holineſs. Theſe are 
demonſtrable Fats. I can name the Men, 
with their ſeveral Places of Abode. One of 


them was an avowed Atheiſt for many 
Years ; ſome were Jews ; a conſiderable 


Number Papiſis: The greateſt Part of them 
as much Strangers to the Form, as to the 


Power of Godlinefs.“ 


My Lord, can you deny theſe Facts ? 1 
will make whatever Proof cf them you ſhall 
require. Put if the Facts be allowed, who 


can deny the Doctrines to be (in Subſtance) 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ? For is there any other 


Neme under Heaven given to Man, whereby 
they may thus be ſaved ? Or 1s there any 
other Word that thus commenaeth itſelf to 


every Man s Conſcience in the Sight of GOD? 


22. But 


Devil and his Angels. 


at Thy Hands. 
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22, But I muſt draw to a Concluſion, 
Your Lordſhip has without doubt had ſome 


Succeſs in oppoſing this Doctrine. Very ma- 


ny have, by your Lordſhip's unwearied 
Endeavours, been deterred from hearing it 
at all: And have thereby probably eſcaped 
the being ſeduced into Holineſs, have lived 
and died in their Sins. My Lord, the 
Time is ſhort. I am paſt the Noon of Life, 
and my remaining Years flee away as a Sha- 
dow. Your Lordſhip is old and full of Days, 
having paſt the uſual Age of Man. It can- 
not therefore be long, before we ſhall both 
drop this Houſe of Earth, and ſtand naked 
before Gop: No, nor before we ſhall ſee 
the great white Throne coming down from 
Heaven, and him that ſitteth thereon. On 
his Left-hand ſhall be thofe who are ſhortly 
to dwell in everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
In that Number will 
be all who died in their Sins. And among 
the reſt, thoſe whom you preſerved from Re- 
pentance. Will you then rejoice in your 
Succeſs ? The Lord Gop grant it may not 
be ſaid in that = Hour, T heſe have periſhed 
in their Iniquity : But their Blood I require 
I am, 


Your Lordſhip's dutiful 
Son and Servant, 


John Welley. 


13 
June 11. 1747. 
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Thou, who at thy Creature's Bar 
by glorious Godhead didſt declare, 
A true and good Confeſſion make; 


Come in thy Spirit from above, 


And arm me with thy faithful Love, 
For thy own Truth a: d Mercy's Sake. 
Call'd forth by thee, thou know'ſt, I am, 


Thy Truth and Mercy o proclaim, 


Thy Godhead, and eternal Power, 
The Man whom GOD his Fellow owns, 
Whom Angel- Powers, Dominions, Thrones, 

Thro' all Eternity adore. | 


Thee high-inthron'd above all Height, 
Thee GOD of GOD, and Light of Light, 
I come undaunted to confeſs, 
With GOD eſſentially the ſame, 
JEHOVAH, AH, the Great I AM, 
The Lord of Hoſts, the Prince of Peace : 
The Sovereign everlaſting LORD, 
T he glorious Unbeginning WORD, 
The Son of GUD, the Son of Man, 
GOD over Heaven and Earth ſupreme, 


Made Fleſh thy Creature to redeem, 


For me incarnated, and {Lin. 


Slain for a ſinful World and me, 
Our durety hung upon the Tree; 

"Tt hy Body bore our guilty Load: 
My Lamb for Sin an Offering made, 
The Debt of all Mankind hath paid, 

And bought, and ſp;inkled us with Blood. 
That Flood applied by Faith | feel, 
And come its Healing Power to tell, 
Through which | know my vins forgiv'n; 
A Wiinels |, that all may find N 
The Peace deſerv'd for all Mankivd, | 
And walk with GOD, my GOD, to Hea 
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4 I come, to teſlify the Grace 
My Lord obtain'd for all our Race, 
Enough ten thouſand Worlds to fave : 
Salvation is in JESU's Name, 
Which every Soul of Man may claim, 
And all that ſeek, the Grace ſhall find: 
Salvation from the Power of Sin, 
Salvation from the Root within, * 
= Salvation into perfect Love, 
(Thy Grace to all hath brought it near) 
An uttermoſt Salvation here, 
Salvation up to Heaven above. 


5 N Power, and ſaving Grace to ſhew, 
Varfare at thy Charge I go, 
Strong in the LORD, and thy great Might, 
Gladly take up the hallow'd Crols, 
And iuffering all Things for thy Cauſe, 
Beneath that bloody Banner fight. 
A Spectacle to Fiends and Men, 
To all their fierce or cool Diſdain, 
With calmeſt Pity I ſubmit, 
Determin'd nought to know beſide 
My JESUS, and him crucify'd, 
I tread the World beneath my Feet. 


| 6 Superior to their Smile, or Frown, | 
On all their Goods my Soul looks down, 

: Their Pleaſures, Wealth, and Pomp, and State; 
The Man who dares their GOD deſpiſe, 
The CuglisfiAN, he alone is wife, 

The Cr 1-T1an, he alone is great! 
O GOD, let Il my Life declare 
How happy : 11 thy Servants are, | 
. ä How far above theſe earthly Things, 
How pure, when wiſh'd in JESUS? Blood, 
How intimately one with GOD, 


An Heav*n-born Race of Prieſts and Kings! 
i 7 For 


eaven. 
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7 For this alone I live below, 
The Power of Godlineſs to ſhew, | 
The Wonders wrought by JESUS' Name : 
O that I may but faithful prove, 
Witneſs to all thy pard'ning Love, | 
And point them to th'atoning Lamb! 
Let me to every Creature cry, 


I; (The Poor, and Rich, the Low, and High,) 


Believe, and feel thy Sins forgiven : 
Damn'd, till by JESUS ſav'd, thou art, 
Till JESUS Blood hath waſh'd thy Heart, 
Thou can'ſt not find the Gate of Heaven. 


8 Thou, JESUS, thou my Breaſt inſpire, 
And touch my Lips with hallow'd Fire, 

And looſe a ſtammering Infant's Tongue, 
Prepare the Veſſel of thy Grace, | 
Adorn me with the Robes of Praiſe, 

And Mercy ſhall be all my Song. 
Mercy for thoſe who know not GOD, 
Mercy for all, in JESUS* Blood, 
: Mercy, which Earth and Heaven tranſcends, 
Love that o'erwhelms the Saints in Light, 
The Length and Breadth, and Depth, and Height 
Of Love Divine, which never ends, 


9 A faithful Witneſs of thy Grace, 
Long may I fill th' allotted Space, 
And anſwer all thy great Deſign, 
Walk in the Works by thee prepar'd, 
And find annex'd the ſure Reward, 

The Crown of Righteouſneſs divine, 
When I have liv'd to thee alone, 
Pronounce the welcome Word avell done, 
And let me take my Place above, 

| Enter into my Maſter's Joy, 

| And all Eternity imploy 

In Praiſe, and Exitacy, and Love. 


FIFTY. 
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